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of all exports was derived from products of a pastoral origin.
In this period New Zealand commonly exported 85 per cent
of its dairy produce, 98 per cent of its wool, and 60 per cent
of its meat. Its farmer, to a much greater extent than the
Australian pastoralist, deserted the merino in order to
produce a larger sheep fit for frozen meat as well as wool.
Within the twentieth century the dairy cow rapidly grew
in economic importance. In 1901 dairying engaged 11 per
cent of farm workers; by 1927, 55 per cent.4 In dairying
the family farm has been a stable economic unit, and much
more than in Australia small farmers have occupied a stra-
tegic place in the social structure and in political movements.
A further consequence of the closer agrarian settlement
combined with the immature state of industrialism, is the
prevalence of many small and scattered towns and the
absence of a large metropolis. While in 1936 some 47 per
cent of the population were in towns of 10,000 or over, only
three towns had more than 100,000 people, and none
reached 300,000.

In 1852 New Zealand was endowed with the conven-
tional political structure of British colonies settled by white
immigrants, consisting of a governor, a nominated legislative
council, and a house of representatives. Within four years
the principle of executive responsibility was recognized, and
thus, unlike Canada and Australia, the colony experienced
no prolonged struggle over responsible government. For
the six main settlements, isolated in scattered harbours
along the coasts of the two islands, the act of 1852 established
provincial councils with substantial powers. Necessary and
inevitable in the earlier years when the separate settlements
were virtually distinct colonies, this quasi-federal regime
eventually retarded the emergence of an integrated economy,
and issued in bitter provincial struggles over trade, police
co-operation, quarantine rules, and methods of controlling
pests and sheep diseases. Some provinces by extravagant
*Sir James Allen and others (eds.), New Zealand Affairs, 75.